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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 6147 

LIMDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EFIN, EAID, PFOR, AS, CA 

SUB J : AUSTRALIAN DECISION TO END SUPPORT OF CAMBODIAN 
ESF 

REF: STATE 220916 

1. AMBASSADOR CALLED UPON FONMIN DON WILLESEE TO 
REGISTER UNDER INSTRUCTIONS OUR STRONG DISAPPOINTMENT 
WITH GOA DECISION NOT TO CONTRIBUTE TO 1974 ESF. 
AMBASSADOR ENLARGED UPON OUR CONCERN FOR STABILITY AND 
NEGOTIATED PEACE IN INDOCHINA GENERALLY. HE SAID THAT 
AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPATION IN ESF WAS MOST IMPORTANT TO 
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JAPAN, THE US, AND OTHERS. AUSTRALIAN ACTION SERVED TO 
PULL THE RUG OUT FROM AN INTERNATIONAL EFFORT TO MAINTAIN A 
CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT AT SUFFICIENT STRENGTH TO IMPEL 
A NEGOTIATING PROCESS. AMBASSADOR SAID ADAM MALIK HAD 
TOLD HIM OF HIS CONCERN AT AUSTRALIAN ACTION, AND IT 
WAS CLEAR THAT OTHER SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES AND JAPAN 
WOULD BE PROFOUNDLY DISTURBED. 

2. WILLESEE MADE NO SUBSTANTIVE RESPONSE EXCEPT TO 
STATE THAT THE DECISION WAS NOW FIRM AND COULD NOT BE 
REVERSED. 

HARROP 
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